Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


SECRET 

PAGE 01 NEW DE 02197 131521Z 
73 

ACTION PM-07 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-11 ISO-OO NSC- 10 SPC-03 SAM-01 SS-20 

RSC-01 CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 DODE-OO OMB-01 L-03 

EB-11 AEC-11 ACDA-19 MMS-03 DRC-01 /113W 

016521 

R 131445Z FEB 74 
FM AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9678 
INFO AMCONSUL BOMBAY 
AMCONSUL CALCUTTA 
AMCONSUL MADRAS 
AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 
AMEMBASSY COLOMBO 
AMEMBASSY DACCA 

SECRET NEW DELHI 2197 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR IO 

SUBJECT: SUPPORT OF US NAVAL PRESENCE IN INDIAN OCEAN 
REF: STATE 028352 

1. FOLLOWING RESPONSES ARE KEYED TO QUESTIONS IN PARA 2 (A-H) IN 
REFTEL. 

2. A. POSSIBLITY OF PORT VISITS REMAINS AN OPEN ONE, CONTINGENT ON 
US-UK POLICY ON HOW TO HANDLE GOI POSITION ON NUCLEAR DECLARATION. 
INCREASED US NAVAL ACTIVITY WILL MAKE INDIAN POLITICAL DECISION ON 
PORT CALL MORE SENSTIVIE IF AND WHEN WE DO REQUEST ONE, BUT WE DO NOT 
BELIEVE POSSIBILITY FORECLOSED BY ANY MEANS. WE HOPE VISITS NOT CON- 
TEMPLATED FOR NEXT FEW MONTHS UNTIL FUROR OVER DIEGO GARCIA 
EXPANSION SUBSIDES. 

B. PRESENT POLICY CALLS FOR 15-WORKING DAY PRIOR REQUEST FOR MILITARY 
AIRCRAFT. CARGO OR PASSENGERS MAY NOT BE OFFLOADED OR ONLOADED AT 
INDIAN AIRFIELDS WITHOUT SPECIFIC PRIOR APPROVAL. EXCEPTIONS TO THIS 
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GROUNDS. WE STRONGLY DOUBT INDIANS WOULD GRANT CLEARANCE LOR 
AIRCRALT DIRECTLY ENGAGED IN DIRECT SUPPORT FOR TAKS FORCE SHIPS. 

C. IF PORT CAPP ALLOWED, SHORE LEAVE WOULD BE PERMITTED. IN OR 
OUT OF UNIFORM. 

D. NO. 

E. YES. BUT SHORE PATROL UNITS WOULD MOST PROBABLY IN INTEGRATED 
WITH INDIAN NAVY PROVOST MARSHAL FORCES. 

F. NO, FOR INDIVIDUAL VISITS, IF APPROVED. WE WOULD NOT ENVISAGE 
INDIANS AGREEING TO REGULAR BUNKERING OF US SHIPS. 

G. "YES" TO ALL EXAMPLES GIVEN INQUIRY. IF PRESS REPORTS THAT 

US SEEKING BASE FACILITIES IN MOZAMBIQUE ARE CONFIRMED, WE WOULD 
ANTICIPATE INDIANS TO TAKE PARTICULARLY DIM VIEW OF SHIPS VISITING 
INDIA WHICH HAD CALLED AT OR WERE BASED AT PORTS IN THAT PORTUGUESE 
TERRITORY. 

H. WE DO NOT BELIEVE COSMETIC OR TACTICAL INDUCEMENTS WILL 
SIGNIFICANTLY INFLUENCE GOI DECISIONS. 

SCHNEIDER 
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